
Originating Technology/NASA Contribution
 In 1983, NASA began developing hyperspectral 

systems at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
 In 2001, NASA launched the first on-orbit 

hyperspectral imager, Hyperion, onboard the Earth 
Observing-1 spacecraft

Stennis Space Center

Themis Vision Systems LLC
Richmond, Virginia

Product Outcome
 Themis has built about 40 custom systems used 

worldwide, including 3 in use by the FBI

 The systems are used in medical applications as 
a diagnostic tool for looking at wounds and burns 
and to monitor healing

 The technology also has forensics, microscopy, 
military, and art restoration applications
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Hyperspectral Systems Increase Imaging Capabilities

Partnership
 Stennis and the Institute for Technology 

Development crafted a smaller scanner that 
required no relative movement between target 
and sensor

 Themis later obtained exclusive rights to the 
technology

 The innovation was inducted into the Space 
Technology Hall of Fame
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