
Originating Technology/NASA Contribution
 NASA and the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology collaborated on the Daedalus project, 
exploring new technologies for lightweight aircraft 
and high-altitude, long-duration flight

 Aurora was founded out of that effort and began a 
pattern of partnership with NASA

Goddard Space Flight Center

Aurora Flight Sciences Corporation
Manassas, Virginia

Product Outcome
 The SAA allowed Aurora to open a facility in 

West Virginia, now employing 160 workers

 The company produces all of the Global Hawk 
airframe components, save for the wings

 Aurora also manufactures cutting-edge UAV 
designs for military surveillance applications
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Technologies Advance UAVs for Science, Military

Partnership
 The company has engaged in numerous Small 

Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small 
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) projects 

 A Space Act Agreement (SAA) with Goddard 
resulted in manufacturing techniques used to 
produce composite airframe components for the 
Global Hawk UAV, used by the military and NASA
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