Fly-by-Wire Systems Enable Safer, More Efficient Flight

Dryden Flight Research Center

Draper Laboratory
Cambridge, Massachusetts

/ NASA Technology \

In preparing for a mission to the Moon, NASA
developed a fly-by-wire electronic guidance system
to allow pilots to control the Lunar Module digitally

After the system worked flawlessly for the Apollo
missions, NASA’s engineers began developing
\ similar systems for aircraft on Earth

%
/ Partnership \ / Benefits \

Dryden, in partnership with Draper, adapted the DFBW technology has sparked a revolution in
Apollo navigation system for a plane, which became design for larger airplanes, where digital controls
the Dlgltal FIy-by-Wire (DFBW) research aircraft make Comp|ex aircraft possib|e

The DFBW program was divided into two phases: The benefits Of DFBW have enabled






